ROSANNA

fore vote. Sir Hyacinth tried all his powers of persuasion in
vain, and he left the cottage mortified and melancholy.

He met Simon O'Dougherty when he had driven a few
miles from the door; and, in a tone of much pique and dis-
pleasure, reproached him for having deceived him into a belief
that the Grays were his friends. Simon was rather em-
barrassed ; but the genius of gossiping had luckily just supplied
him with a hint, by which he could extricate himself from this
difficulty.

4 The fault is all your own, if I may make so free as to tell
you so. Sir Hyacinth O'Brien,3 said he, 'as capital an elec-
tioneerer as you are, I'll engage I'll find one that shall outdo
you here. Send me and Stafford back again this minute to
Rosanna, and we'll bring you the three votes as dead as crows
in an hour's time, or my name is not O'Dougherty now.'

c I protest, Mr. O'Dougherty, I do not understand you.'

* Then let me whisper half a word in your ear, Sir Hyacinth,
and I'll make you sensible I'm right.' Simon winked most
significantly, and looked wondrous wise ; then stretching him-
self half off his horse into the gig to gain Sir Hyacinth's ear,
he whispered that he knew, from the best authority, Stafford
was in love with Gray's pretty daughter Rose, and that Rose
had no dislike to him ; that she was all in all to her father and
brothers, and of course could and would secure their votes, if
properly spoken to.

This intelligence did not immediately produce the pleasing
change of countenance which might have been expected. Sir
Hyacinth coldly replied, he could not spare Stafford at present,
and drove on. The genius of gossiping, according to her
usual custom, had exaggerated considerably in her report.
Stafford was attached to Rose, but had never yet told her so ;
and as to Rose, we might perhaps have known all her mind,
if Sir Hyacinth's gig had not appeared just as she was seated
on her father's knee, and going to tell him her reasons for
wishing to go to the ball.

Stafford acted in the capacity of house-steward to the
baronet; and had the management of all his master's unmanage-
able servants. He had brought with him from England ideas
of order and punctuality, which were somewhat new, and
extremely troublesome to the domestics at Hyacinth Hall: con-
sequently he was much disliked by them; and not only by
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